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L E T ＋ E 1 


To 2 


Mr. GRORGE AYLETT. 


T would be paying too great a 
** compliment both to your and 
* I * my ſituation in life, to ſuppoſe 


Se that the public is deeply in- 
tereſted ether! in what Pre 
dune, or 1 have ſuffered: however, as 1 
have publickly complained of your beha- 
viour, and you have cenſured me with 
reat aſperity, both in your anſwer to Mr. 
Bromfield s narrative, and a late poſtſcript, 
I muſt beg leave to addreſs myſelf to you 


in this public manner, that all perſons, 
B whe 


: „ EEO 
who chuſe to be at the trouble to read what 
has been already publiſhed by you, and is“ 
contained in the following letter, may be 
enabled to judge of the reſpective merits 
of our unhappy diſpute. 


When I met with the unfortunate acci- 
dent, which obliged me to call in Mr. 
Howard and you to my aſſiſtance, you 
agreed between yourſelves to take the opi- 
nion of ſome eminent ſurgeon; and ac- 
cordingly ſent for Mr. Bromfield, whom 

ou introduced to me as a man of great 

abilities and expkrience; and in ſhort, in- 
ferior to none of his profeſſion in London. 
Such a recommendation naturally preju- 
diced me in his favour; and upon finding 
it was his, as well as your opinion, that 
my leg muſt be cut off, I began to think; 
very ſeriouſly of the conſequences; and, 
paying due regard to every conſideration, 
at laſt determined to ſubmit to the opera- 
tion. The next thing J had to ſettle with- 
in myſelf was, to conſider - who appeared 
to me and my friends'to be the beſt qualified 
for performing that diſagreeable office. As 
great experience, and almoſt daily practice, 
teemed to be the moſt obvious and ſtrongeſt 
recommendations of an operating ſurgeon, 
| 2 I ſoon 


(3) Hr , 

I: foon- determined every thing in Mr; 
Bromfield's favour; and did not then ſuſ- 

ct, that ſuch a determination could either 
bed offenſive, or would be oppoſed by you. 
Accordingly I ſent a meſſage to my family 
ſurgeon Mr. Howard, and alſo to Mr. 
Bromfield, who was then at his houſe, de- 
firing that the latter might take off the 
limb. This meflage was again repeated to 
Mr. Bromfield by my friends as ſoon as he 
came from dinner. I a little time after, 
you was acquainted with theſe my repeated 
orders; but inſtead of complying with them, 
you continued the diſpute, by objecting to 
the validity of them, becauſe Mr. Bromfield 
had not received them from my own mouth. 
However, to remove the force of your 
objection, Mr. Bromfield put off his ſur- 
geon's dreſs, came up to me according to 
your propoſal, and received from my own 
mouth the orders which I had before ſent 
to him by different meſſengers. Vou was 
not yet ſatisfied, but ſeemed determined 
to lengthen out that dreadful interval, pre- 
vious to the operation; when the mind 
naturally dwells upon the moſt frightful 
ideas, and, if poſſible, makes the apprehen- 
ſion of a ching mote painful than the thing 
| TOE: You ſeemed to have called Mr. Brom- 
* 3 2 field's 


| (4) 

fields veracity in queſtion, for no other ap- 
parent reaſon, than that of his 1 a 
thing, which you was determined to pre- 
vent. Surely, Fir as there was nothing 
improbable in what he had related, your 
regard for your patient ought to haye pre- 
vailed upon you to acquieſce; eſpecially aa 
you wauld have been, by theſe means, ex- 
cuſed from bearing a principal part in an 
operation, which muſt even be diſagreeable 
to a ſurgeon, and eſpecially when the pa- 
tient is a neighbour and an old . 
ance. | 1 


Certain it is, you was not under the leaſt 
neceſlity to intermeddle in the operation ; 
another N whom you allow to be 

eminent in his profeſſion, aſſured you again 

and again, he was deſired by all my friends, 
as well as by me in perſon, to take off the 
ooh, and was ready to obey. Why, vir, 
ou ſo obſtinately reſolved to "es 

— If into a principal ſhare of the diſ- 


agreeable office of cutting off your friend's, . 
leg? There, I am afraid, the Jurgeon wh 
the better of the man. | 


No body would have blamed jon for 
Mr, Bromfield's want of veracity. His 


aſſertion 


/ * 
N _ . 

aſſertion was plauſible, and furniſhed you 
with a good excuſe for not undertaking 


what I muſt once more call a diſagreeable 


operation, On the other hand, it is not 
eaſy to defend you for not believing /Mr. 
Bromfield. For it was very reaſonable to 


ſuppoſe, that I would give the preference 


to a London furgeon, who was eminent in 
his profeſſion, and in daily practice. 


And if \I gave him the preference on ac- 
count of his greater practice, it ſeems at 
firſt fight, that nothing but vanity, ſelf- 
conceit, and other worſe. qualities; could 
prevent you from ſeeing the reaſonableneſs 
of the orders, which he ſaid he had re- 
ceived, In ſhort, a modeſt, humane, and 
reaſonable man, would have found nothing 
in what he related, but what was probable 
and defirable, and in every reſpec credib;e. 


The true reaſon. of your unwillingneſs 
to comply ſeems to have riſen from another 
Jource than a ſuſpicion of Mr. Bromfield's 
want of veracity, the fear of being confi- 
dered as à man not equal to the performance 
of the operation. | 


| 
| 
| 


. "8 
© This was one of your own expreſſions, 
and I believe you was very ferious when 
you made uſe of it. W 
A young practitioner might indeed have 
argued in that manner with Zolerable pro- 
priety, and endeavoured to puſh himſelf 
into buſineſs by raifing his character as 
high as the performance of | ſuch an opera» 
tion could do it. | 


But ſurely, Sir, a GenTLEMAN, ile 
yourſelf, * who has had as liberal an educa- 
« tion as Mr. Bromfield, and practiſed very 
te near as long, and as reputably as be has,” 
ought to have entertained a better opinion 
of himſelf and his neighbours, than to 
ſuppoſe that his character, which is ſo well 

_ eſtabliſhed, would either be attacked, or. 
could be lowered by ſuch an incident, eſpe- 
cially amongſt the more ſen/ib/e and gen- 
teeler part of his acquaintance ; and I muſt 
not ſuppoſe, that you had the /ea/t ambi- 
tion to be pornted at by the gaping vulgar 
as a perſon who had cut off a man's leg at 
Eton. Your fears did not at all agree with 
the account you have given us of your vom 
eminence, and ſeem to imply a diſbelief of 


your own encomiums. If your character 
ſhould 


499 
ſhould ſuffer, it will be owing not to the 15 | 
preference which I gave to Mr. Bromfield, 
but to the part you acted both before and 


during the operation. 


"Theſe and many more reaſons might 
have inclined you to be leſs diſtruſtful of | 
Mr. Bromfield's veracity, eſpecially as he 
came up to me in perſon according to your | 
pan, and aſſured you, that I even | 
then confirmed every thing he had ſaid be- 
fore, about the operation, and had again 
deſired him to undertake it. 


You ſtill remained diſſatisfied, and ſeem- 
ed determined to try every, expedient to 
defeat my intentions. You came up to me, 
and by that means laid me under the diſ- 'Y 
, agreeable neceſſity of telling you to your Mi 
face, that I bad appointed Mr. Bromfield to | 
take off the limb. Mr. Poppleton, finding 
you diſlatisfied with the reply, and declar- 
ing you muſt then take your leave, added 41 
in a good-natured manner, Thoſe af- | | 
Fairs had better be ſettled below ſtairs.” | 
That this is a true repreſentation of the 
caſe, will appear from the affidavit of 
Mrs. Ann Benwell, which is as follows: 


Bucks, | 


4 


(% 


8 MIS. Ann ei 577 Bon, % | 

to wit, J the faid county of Bucks, a near 

+. relation of Mr. Benwell's, on her 

Oath faith, TH AT, on the 29th 

e May 22 the day that Mr. Ben- 

. ©... well had the . to break, 

bis leg, and after Mr. Benwell 

bad earneſily requeſted that Mr. 

Biromfiell 4 rd erform the ope- 

A ration, [he fr Mr. Aylett, the 
ſurgeon, going up Pairs ; upon 
which ſhe followed him, and that 
bs went into Mr. Benwell's cham- 
ber, and aſted bim if it was bis 

| Aire Mr. Bromfield ſpould tale 
off bis leg; to which Mr. Ben- 
well anſwered it was; whereupon 

Mr. Aylett replied, be muſt then 

ade bis leave; but inflead of ge- 
ang, continued ' ſome time talkin 

out the operation: upon his 

Mr. Poppleton, a gentleman who 

at by Mr. Benwell's bed-fide, ſaid 

_ Mr. Aylett, thoſe 4 9 bad 

Setter be Ertled below-ſtairs ; but 

Mr. Benwell bimſelf took no notice 


| of f 
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| Serbe at Eton in S | We e. 
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che 27th day of Fe- * RE Rs od 

*©-broary, in the year © „ ag e 
of our Lord, 17 b ITY 


* | Before Rickard Grape, one of his ma- 
jelty's ga of the 1 peace , boy. 1 laid 
county.” torr bib 1.4 _ 

i” Fight 1 ſilence, e ache of 
many different interpretation, vou choſe 
that which was the moſt agreeable to your 
own ſcheme,” and went and told Mr. Brom- 
Held, that T had d. red you 70 ſettle mat- 
ters ang our ſe 15 1 deſired, you ? 1 
110 5 no reply to Mt. Poppleton' 8. propoſal z 

give — cave to tell you, that in ſpire 
of e proverb, © flenice as often denotes 
« neglect and di ſapprobation, as it does at- 
% rention and conſent,” you was not , ecr- 
tain T liſtened to the ptopoſal; you could 
not be certain I approved of it, even ſup- 


poſing I did attend to it; ou Va cer- 
tain I had ordered Mr. Md too er- 


form the operation. Why did 506 then 
C reject 


(10) 


reject what was certain, and forge a com- 


miſſion in your own favour from a circum- 


ſtance, *which was of an ambiguous and 
uncertain import? In an affair of that de- 


. * 
„ J ' 


licacy and importance, you ought: to have 
waited for an expreſs. declaration of my 
ſentiments, and taken the proper methods 
to have drawn it from me. EY 


But you ſuſpected what would be the 
conſequence of an eclairciſſement, and there- 
fore haſtened away to make ſuch a uſe of 
the ambiguity as I did not ſuſpe& ; for in- 
deed I had not then ſo bad an opinion of 
you, as to ſuppoſe you could be cepable, of 


ſuch behaviour. However, you reſt ove | 
defence upon the inference you draw, from 


my filence (a circumſtance which does no 
8 honour to your cauſe) and appeal to 
r. Poppleton's opinion as the only and 
beſt confirmation of your own. Now that 
his opinion is very different from your's, 
ſhall be preſently made evident. 


In the mean time I ſhall proceed in the 


narrative, and return to you below ſtairs, 


where you had already impoſed upon Mr. 
Bromfield, and was chuſing your part in 


the tragical ſcene, which was ſometime 


ws,” 


e 
after this acted in my chamber. I began 
to be more and more impatient to have the 
operation over; which, Mr. Poppleton ob- 

ſerving, went down to Mr. Bromfield and 
vou; and, addreſſing himſelf to you both 
in general terms, aſked, * if you were 
ic readye” Lou bave indeed aſſerted that 
he aſked whether you had ſettled the point 
of operating, and from thence would glad- 
ly infer. a confirmation of the commiſſion 
you had forged in your own favour. But 
as Mr. Poppleton does not own the ex- 
preſſion in his affidavit, it is reaſonable to 
conclude he never made uſe of it. 


Let us now ſuppoſe, that hitherto your 
behaviour wat (What it really was net) 
juſtifiable : let us ſuppoſe that you was ex- 
preſsly and formally authorized to arro- 
gate to yourſelf the part you choſe in the 


operation; yet ought not the orders, which 


were afterwards delivered, to be obeyed ? 
Ought not the laſt declaration of my com- 
mands to have been complied; with? Let 
us ſee what that was; "vb Ag ic. 


CS 250 Berks, 


(iz) 
mou Mr. William Pit, 67 Maidefis 
to wit. J head, in the ſaid county of Berks, 
e brother-in law to Mr. Benwell, 
on his cath faith, - T HF AT, 
_whilft Mr. Bromfield and Mr. Ay-. 
* leit were in the parkiur diſputing 
20.0 0 "about the operation, he wont in, 
A and delivered a meſſate from Mr. 
Bemvell, | that it was" his" dure 
Mr. Bromfield ſhould per form ir. 
Upon which Mr. Ayleti with much 
' warmth and infolence told bim, be 
bad no bufineſs there ; ſays, bo av. 
Tivered this meſſage to the ſurgeons 
Sometime after Mr. Aylett bad re- 
ceived a dental from Me. Bemoell, 
and juft before they went up flairs to 
* Perform the rene All 195 1 
OP 4% be N 2 fries Ya 
| &} $ FTP 11) i 41; 207 4 1 


2 4 "452 106 f. ach. Wilen bar. a 


deem before oe one of hls Majeſty's 
juſtices of the peace for the ſaid Senne 
this fifth day of February, 1760, 2 67 

Richard Tonſon. 


1 15 Such 


BR « 9) | 
faite) AI 295 079 
FR was e menge — to you 


by my brother- in- law, who entered my 


apattment after you Had left it, and ſeein 
my impatience and diſtreſs, went down 15 


ter Mr. eton, at my deſire, to repeat 
my orders to Mr. Bromfield, and he met 
with the uncivil treatment which is ſpeci- 
fied in the affidavit Nothing but your 
going up ſtairs immediately, and his un- 
willingneſs to raiſe” a "diſtitharice at that 
time, cou'd have prevented him from con- 
cealing this inſtance of your inſolence both 
to him and me When Mr. Poppleton 
asked you if you were not ready, or, ac- 
cording to your own account, if you had 
fettled” the point of operating, you conſi - 
dered the ety as a confirmation of the 
commiſſion which you had artfully forged in 
your own favour ; and in your poſtſcript 
ask this queſtion with an air of triumph; 
t How was it poſſible for me to know that 
« this was not Mr, Benwellj own meſ/age, 
« as it was delivered by bis friend, who. 
60 ; ON a r few minutes before had made the pro- 

* poſal to him i in my preſence, and was cer- 
c0 5 his final determination. That 
e could not be known by 


Poppleton's propoſal has * ö 


| operation. — xo ought to have choſen 


(14) 
proved ; but my final determination ( which 


was indeed — a 3 of all my for- 


mer ones) might certainly be known by 
this my /a/# meſſage, ſent by Mr. Pitt... — 


Suppoſe then you change your ſtile, 7 
honeſtly propoſe the following query: 
How was it | poſſible for me to know that 
this was not Mr. Benwell's own meſſage, as 
it was delivered to me by his „ 
abo, but a__ few moments before, bad re- 
erived it from. his own mouth? | This was 
certainly, at leaſt, his final determination; 
for be neither ſent, nor declared, any other 
determination after this. 


But to ne by bing, 
but your own aſſurance, and Mr. Brom- 
field's paſſive civility, you attended him up 
ſtairs, with a reſolution to cut thro' the 
muſcles and integuments, and to ſaw thro' 
the bones, leaving to your collegue what 
you yourſelf. allowed to be the principal 
tarts of the operation. This was indeed an 
inſtance of very. ill-judg'd. deference in a. 
man, who wanted to Alence his enemies, and 


convince the maſters of Eton. of his chirurgi- 


cal abilities, by . bis having a ſhare in oo 


the 


the moſt difficult parts, and ſurprized eyery 
body by your dextrous manner of ſecuring 
the blood-yelſely,—This would at leaſt have 
convinced your patients, that you have a 


(45) | 


fleady band; a circumſtance which, for the 
lafety of mankind, is very deſirable, in a 
ſurgeon of your extenſive” practice —How- 
ever, I am obliged to you. for permitting 
Mr. Bromfield to ſhew hrs dexterity in that 
reſpect—I am equally obliged to you both; 
to you, for not meddling with the arteries; 
and to bin, for ſecuring em. 


\ JLIVD 


This is indeed only negative praiſe, as 
far as you are concerned in it; but as it is 
the only praiſe; 1 can give you as a ſurgeon, 
1. am unwilling to rob you of any thing 
which is your BY Lou fay I cou'd. not but 
Enow you was to perform ſome. principe 
part of the operation, becauſe I faw, you 
dreſſed for buſineſs. Was not Mr. Brome 
field, who entered the room before you, 
alſo. dreſſed like a furgeon? Was A 
conclude you would diſobey my orders, be- 
cauſe you appeared in a cap and night- 
gown ?—I did not know that your robes 
Were a. ſignal of defiance to that acknow- 
ledg'd right which a patient has to appoint 
his ſurgeon. Let me tell you a plain truth, 
1 Re 1 85 which, 


Which, hen the aresdful Raati T Ws 


4 Juſfe Ae. if my ſituation Had 


(36) 


in is duly confideted, catmat firprize you; 
my thoughts wets not employed” in recon- 
noitring Bout Ares, ot drawing infereiices 
from your appearance. = Don't wonder if 
I was confidering at that time, not What 


- . 


- 
© N 


been leſs terrifying,” and permitted me to 
reaſon about 'your dreſs, I don't imagine I 
ſhould have deen able to draw) any otlier 
concluſion from the appeatance, than that 

ou was to act as a mere aſſiſlant to Mr. 
Bromfield. Confidering what ordets Thad 
— and not knowing what had paſſed 

elow ſtairs, ſince you had left me, I con'd 


not ſuppoſe that you wou'd: attempt, or MF. - 
Bromfield permit you, to do what you did. 


To ſuppoſe ſuch a thing ought to have 
been Funded on better reaſons than. thoſe 
you mention, © your dreſs, ---your con- 
«© vering with me; your aſſiſting to r- 
% move me from the bed to the table ;---youer 
« directing the cap to be pulled over my 
« eyes, before you began to operate. 
Theſe circumſtances indeed prove it was 
probable I did'0verlook your, perſon :, but if 


you wou'd have me to infer from them, 


your intentions to operate, you muſt either 
| ſup- 


(1) 


ſuppoſe my ſagacity, or your aſſurance, to 


be amazing) great. 

However, I never meant to inſinuate, 
nor eber ſaid I did not ſee you in the room 
juſt before the operation, of which things 
| = moſt upjuſtly accuſe me. And if Mr. 

oward, in the midſt of his concern, for- 
got the exact time when the cap was drawn 
over my eyes; you, of all men living, 
have the leaſt reaſon to blame me for cor- 
recting the miſtake, or, as you very po- 
litely call it, giving the lie to my family- 
ſurgeon.” But this is not a time to com- 
mend your candour, for you ate going to 
operate. The matter becomes very ſe- 
rious -I was blindfolded with a double 
cotton cap, and knew nothing of your in- 
tentions -I did not ſee the knife in your 
hand, and yet you have confidently aſſerted 
in this neighbourhood that my cap was not 
drawn ſo far over my eyes, but that I could 
very well diſtinguiſh the perſon who took 
off the limb. oo os a oe eee 


= 7 
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D Mr. 
W » 


| Wes Mr. Peter F "LEY of Eton, in 

* to wit. J the faid county of Bucks, jour- 
Wil gneyman to Mr. Pept on bis 
„ IS pi faith, TH 4 T, on the 29th 
jj 44% of May laſt, E Thee 
[| a Mr. Benwell bad the misfortune 
ll +6 to break his leg, he wat preſent 
i _ when the. ſaid My. Bermwell was 
h talen from bis bed, and placed on 
| tte table for his leg to be taken 
„ and that Mr. Poppleton* and 
* 5 . myſelf ſupported bim during the 
[| . operation; and that, during the 
| . whole time, Mr. Benwell had on a 
ii b white double catton capi which was 
| traum cloſe over bis face, which 
| $a prevented Mr. Benwell from ſee- 
| ing the . that took, off bis 
| N le eg. | N 
5 Sworn. at Eton, in the fad C00 county 

of Bucks, the 27th day of Fe- 

„ 1760, 

6 Before 1 Grape, one of his ma- 
[| zeſty's juſtices of the peace for the ſaid 
county. (7 17 


(18) 


Ms. Fowler will i. in the wilds affidas 
N. give * his opinion of the matter. 


(a9) 


I I had Known chat circumſtance, 1 
ult tell you once more I ſhould. have 
ſunk. under the operation, becauſe I had 
never heard, nor can I now, from the 
ſtricteſt enquiry, ever learn, that you. did 
take off a leg in this neighbourhood ; and 
have often 2 it reported, that your 
hand was not the ffeadieſt; and I am noww 
too ſenſibly convinced that my ſuſpicions 
were not ill grounded; for I have no un- 
happily the marks thereof on the part on 
which you perform d the operation. 


Neither Mr. Poppleton, nor Mr. How- 
ard, who were 8 the room with me, 
knew, or ſuſpected, that you was to cut 
thro' the fleſh, till it was too lats to pre- 
vent it. And this brings me to that part of 
the narrative which coincides with the con- : 
cluſion of Mr. Poppleton's affidavit - It re- 
lates to the whole affair on which you reſt 
E defence Vou appeal to his teſtimony 
for a ſatisfactory deciſion of the authenticity 
of your commiſſion to act Vou allow him 
to be a gentleman of honour and veracity. 
We are agreed-«-Hear him, | 


Kg ns 


— — 


— — 


8 (=). 


The declaration of T homas Poppleton, of 
New Windſor, > in the cs. of N 


5 

55 0 "IT 7 

AJ Sint 

2 e 2 2 40 7 


As Gtr fs 7 the fide f 'Mr. Ben: 
well's bed, in the Wee of the day that 
be bad the misfortune to break bis leg, Mr. 
Aylett "came to bim, and ashed him, if it 
was his deſire that Mr. Bromfield ſhould take 
off his leg : Mr. Benwell anſwered, it was; 
upon which, Mr. Aylett replied, be muft then 
take bis leave. As be ud, going out of the 
room, 1 ſaid to bim, thoſe affairs bad better 
be fettied below fairs. My defign in ſaying 
_ was to prevent Mr. Benwell's' having 
ny further ſolicitations on fo d Sagreeabl 


| s ſubect; and fo far was Mr. Benwell 


from conſentin to my propoſal, that I am 
not certain be Nad me make it; for he took 
no notice of it, nor made the leaſt aner to it. 
And indeed, it may be very reaſonably ſup- 
poſed, that bis attention at that tine wat 
fully engaged 1 upon matters of greater rmport- 
ance. About baif an hour after this, Mr. 
Benwell complained of being in great pain, 
and was very uncaſy "that his furgeons ſo 
long deferred the operation: upon which 1 
immediately went down flairs to Mr. Brom- 


field 


0 ar) 
field and Mr. 4 Mett, and defired 7 Fnow if 
they were ready they anfwered, "they © were 
gd up : but ſ far was I from making 
report to Mr. Benwell's' friends, that the. 
ge, had ſettled the part that each was 
70 take in the operation, that I declare I ſaw. 
none of them, nor did I believe Mr. Aylett 2 
was. fo perform any part of the operation, 
which "required" the” uſe of the” knife, till I 
aw it in his band, juft at the inflant Mr. 
Borie bad been taken from his bed, ani 
placed on the table ; when it was too late for 
nne to offer to interfere,” as ſuch a fleþ muſt, 
in all probability, have greatly aſfected Mr. 
Benwell, 
Thomas Dee 


dem before me, one 

of his majeſty's 1 
- tices of the peace 
for the county of | 
Berks, this fifth day 
ef February, 116 
5 588 1 1 238 Richard Tonſon. 


This is the declaration of Mr. Poppleton 
upon oath before a magiſtrate: it is not a 
ſtory, compiled from his anguarded ex- 

preſſions, which' might have been 2 
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forces an boneſt man to {| 


( 22) 
from him perhaps by praGuſing upon his 
d-nature.—-A-man, Who Toves peace, 
often ſoftens the rigour of truth. in com- 
mon converſation z but the folemrfity of an 


oath admits of no palliation of fact; and 
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I know you have been very induſtrious 
in picking up every morſel of his conver- 
ſation.; and never failed to diſtort a word, | 
indiſferent in itſelf, into a ſenſe which was 


rather agreeable to your wiſhes, than to his 


meaning.---A finking man is apt to catch 
at every twig, or the ſhadow of a twig, he 
can reach. You pretend to have ſhewn 
him part of your pamphlet before it was 
printed — This is another ſpecimen of your 


fri veracity : for that 8 was 
2 


not only printed, but publiſhed, when you 


carried the ſheets to him.---You told him 


you expected the pamphlets at Windſor in 
the' afternoon. They accordingly came, 
and were at that time publiſhed in London. 


Let us now proceed to the operation, 
which you began neither by my orders, 
nor in conſequence of any combination 
among my friends to deceive me; for the 

| operation 


( 


operation was not performed, as you aſſert, 
before a number of them; exe the 
a ons, there were only Nr. ten 


and Mr. Fowler — But they had 
* the leaſt ſuſpicion of your intentions. 
But let us now conſider, I ſay, not by 
what authority, * in what manner you 
performed your part of tbe dread Hul opera- 
tion. In the fix place I 3 upon the 
teſtimony of three ſurgeons preſent, Mr. 
Bromfieſd, Mr. Howard, Mr. Hart- 
cup, that you did not make a double i inei- 
ſion, but at one Wage flaſh cut * 
the bene. 1 


As it is probable that this pamphlet oy 
| l into the hands of many people, who 
cannot be ſuppoſed to be acquainted with 
.the method of performing thoſe ſort of 
operations, and therefore not know the dif- 
ference between a fingle and double inci 
fion, 1 have taken the liberty, for the in- 
formation of ſuch, to tranſcribe from Mr. 
Sharp's treatiſe of the operations of ſur- 
gery ſo much of his directions, as relates 
to the amputation of a leg, that being the 
= you _nale to W _ the — 


a t r h a When 


. 
ee When the courſe of tlie blood is ſtopped 
d by the tournequet, and the linien roller 


„ % js pinned on, ich is to ſerve for a 
8 „ guide to the Knife (which without it 
Ul. et perhaps would not be directed ſo dex- 
"i c terouſly) the:/perſon who cuts off the 
lege in his inciſion juſt below 
Wh cc the linnen roller, on the under part of the 
ll) ee limb, bringing his knife towards him, 
Wl ce which-at' one ſweep may cut more than 
1 e the ſemicirele: then beginning his ſe- 
bil e cond wound on the upper part, it muſt 
bl cee be continued from the one extremity to 
1 tec the other of the firſt wound, making 
| e them but one line. Theſe inciſions 
ll e muſt be made quite through the ſkin, 
i ec as far as the muſcles; then taking off 
0 « the linnen roller, and an aſſiſtant draw- 
i «© ing back the ſkin as far as it will go, he 
[| te muſt make his wound from the edges 
i" «<< of the ſkin when drawn back, through 
$ ec the fleſh to the bone, in the ſame man- 
| | « ner as he did through the ſkin. * Before 
| ee he faws the bone, he muſt cut the liga- 
[| e ments between them with the point of 
(| c his knife; and the aſſiſtant, who holds 
the leg while it is ſawing; muſt obſerve 
ii e not to lift it upwards, which would-clog 
Til e the inſtrument. 

[| Ra Vw | “ Before 


| A357 

Before the invention of making the 
« double inciſion, I have juſt now de- 
te ſcribed, the cure of a ſtump; was al- 
« ways a work of a 7 of time; for 
&« by cutting down to the bone at once, 
« and ſawing it directly, the conſequence. 
c was, that the ſkin and fleſh with- 
drew themſelves, and left it protruding 
« out of the wound two or three inches in 
« ſome caſes, ſo that it rarely happened 
tc that an exfoliation. did not follow, which; 

« beſides being | tedious, alſo frequently 
© reduced the wound to an habitual ul- 
& cer.“ This is now the caſe with me. 


The directions here given by this ABLE 
ARTIST are ſo exceedingly plain, that I 
ſhould imagine any man who - pretends to 
have had a tolerable education in ſurgery, or 
4 very moderate ſhare of practice, could 
not well have been at a loſs in performing 
ſo common an amputation ;. eſpecially, as 
Mr. Bromfield, ſome little time before you 
went up ſtairs to perform the operation, 
gave you a BROAD HINT of the method 
Mr. Sharp had recommended ; to. which, 
like a complete maſter of your profeſſion, 

"7 E. 52 | you 


See Mr. Sharp's treatiſe on the operations; par- 
ticularly oN AMPUTATION, 
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the bones, and the liga 


and Mr. Fowler; I ſay, 


(26) 


you peeviſhly replied, e DON'T TELL ME 


« of SMARP.” If you, then, are ſo able 
a practitioner, as you would have the 
world believe you to be, your treatment 
of me at the time of your performing che 

ration could not be owing to ignorance. 
And had I at that time repoſed wy ſav con- 


fidence in you, the torture that I certainly 
| ſhould have undergone, muſt have been ag 


great for a time as a human body is ca- 
pable of ſuſtaining ; for had you introduced 
the ſaw- before the membrane, that covers 
ments, that are be- 
tween them; had- been divided, the pain 
muſt have been inſupportable; for, in 
ſpite of all the courage and reſolution that 
1 could collect, the anguiſh was ſo great, 
at that time, that I ſhould have been thrown 
from the table, on which I fat, had I not 
been ſtrongly ſupported by Mr. Poppleton 
then, if my pain 
from the ſharp knife was ſo extreme; how 
infinitely malt it have been increaſed, 'from 
the teeth of tbe ſaw, which (as I have 
been informed) you was going to intro- 
guce, had you not been prevented by 

Hr. Bromfield, And this likewiſe 858 
{urgeons have aſſerted. To this you will 


perhaps reply, Mr. Bromfield Pas allowed 
wur 


(27) 

Jour part of the operation to br well done. 
He did undoubtedly make ſome wonderful 
conceſſions to you at a particular time, when 
my life was in great danger, and I really 
believe, he ated upon very friendly mo- 
tives to you, being very unwilling to expoſe 
you. It was an over-flow of good-nature, 
carried indeed to a very culpable degree. 
You may call it by any other name you 
leaſe. It is fufficient for me to prove that 

Mr. Bromfield's conceſſion at The Cbriſto- 
pber can be of no ſervice to you; becauſe 
he has already declared, on a more in- 
tereſting occaſion, that you did not per- 
form your part of the operation in a pro- 
per manner. This will appear in part 
preſently. In the mean time, how will 
you weaken the ſtrength of Mr, Howard's . 
and Mr. Hartcup's evidence againſt you? 
They never made any conceſſions in your 
favour. You' ſay, your juſtification in this 
reſpect is in @ great degree connected with 
Mr. Bromfield's ; fince if you had failed in 
your part, be ought to have taken immediate 
meaſures for rettifying what was amiſs. 

That is, in plain Engliſh, he ought to 
have made another flaſh, as great as your's'; 

perhaps he had not enough of a Shylocke 
in him. Perhaps you had aone too much 

E 2 to 
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(28) 

to be undone without making me fink un- 
der the operation. I don't know his rea- 
ſons, -but, I hope, they were owing to 
his humanity. I am informed, he point- 
ed at the part with his finger, giving at 
the ſame time, a look of diſapprobation, 
and ſeemed greatly affected by the noto- 
rious manner, in which you had ope- 
rated. | . 


Let us now proceed to conſider what 
1 after the operation. The firſt time 
r. Bromfield came to dreſs the ſtump, 
I was in extream pain; and being de- | 
ficous of as ſpeedy relief, as poſſible, I 
defired him to remove the dreſſings, with-. 
out waiting any longer for your coming, 
as you had been ſent for twice. Don't 
therefore be ſurprized that I proceeded in 
this manner. You ſuppoſed Mr. Brom- 
field would dine, before he took care of 
his patient; and thus you trifled away the 
time in ſending a meſſage, and waiting for 
an anſwer. Would it not have been more 
commendable in you to have haſtened 


down as ſoon as you received the firft 


meſſage? Do the rules of buſineſs juſ- 
tify ſuch trifling? Had not .I a right to 
w order 


( 29.) 
order Mr. Bromfield to eaſe me as ſoon as 
poſſible ? ; br? awed 


You ſay, I acknowledged myſelf much 
obliged to you, and thanked you for your 
care, when you diſmiſſed yourſelf, becauſe 
I told you, that Mr. Howard, my family 
ſurgeon, was to provide the dreſſings for 
the future. All I remember of that affair 
is this: when you took your leave, you 
wiſhed me well—I thanked you for your 
wiſhes, w | , | = ; 


But ſuppoſe I had expreſſed myſelf. in 
the very words you mention, and ſignified 
a defire to ſee you again, and even ſent re- 
peated meſſages to that effect (than which 
nothing can be more falſe) yet, you muſt 
remember, I did not then know what a 
part you had acted. The circumſtances, on 
which I found the charge of inhumanity 
againſt you, referred to in my letter, were 
at that time a profound ſecret ; and there- 
fore the inference you draw from the pre- 
miles, allowing them to be true, is nothing 
to the purpoſe. There is a very ſtrange 
fatality attending the greateſt part of your 
reaſoning, You either invent facts, or 
1. | flouriſh 
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(130) 
flouriſh upon fuck 4s NL you 


favour. 


But you think it was ſomething extraor- 
dinary I was not acquainted with what you 
had done, till almoſt three weeks after the 
eration. Here you pay a compliment 
e e to the very pet ſons you in- 
tended to cenſure. It is a proof they were 
not very forward to inform againſt you: 
To fay they poſtponed the difcovery to - 
time hex uo it would be moſt diſa 
to me, is to ſay nothing at all to the = 
poſe ; ſince you might have diſconcerted 
this imaginary plot by 9 me of 
what you had done. | 


When you Gol your in why did 
you not tell me it was injurious to you 2 
be excluded from the right of dreſſing @ 
ftump of your 'own making? You 8 
to have had my conſent to ſettle the 
tion with Mr. Bromfield: if ſo, why did 
— not tell me yon had cut off my leg? 

y did not you claim the merit of that 
operation before you left me? Why did 
you put it in the power of your enemies, 
as you call them, to make the diſcovery, 

at 


(3) 
at that unlucky criſis, when I was frefted 
with pain; and rendered pesdiſb by diflem- 
per? You ſeem to have entered into a 
combination againft yourſelf; If you think 
I really did diſcover the ſecret fooner, what 
becomes of your inſinuation, when you 
ſay, VI lud bern told ar a inure favorable 
time that you cut off my Rd I Hou have 
deen recanciled*to you,” \and- defired you 1 
take the future care of: the ſtump. No, 
„„ 
my repeated orders, prevented you ffom 
owning the fact to me when you took your 
leave, and was ſuch an objection to your 
character as I ſhould nqt have ovgrlooked, 
even ſuppokbg you had er rmed:-your 
part with unrommnn dexterity,” and had I 
been informed of it during the moit fa- 
vaurable. eriſis f my long confinement. 
When'yen:capriciouſly thought fit to with- 
draw yourſeif from attending me, I did 
not recall you; tho I was then a ſtranger 


to the wer part of your behaviour. Is it — 


then probable I ſhould have recalled you 
after I came to @ knowledge of it? A new 
reaſon was then added to the former, why 
on ſhould not attend m. 


— * we — 


How- 


— — — 
— — — 
wg — — 
— 


S 


— — — 
— — 
— - = — 4 — — — 
— — — — — 

- RS — —u— 
— — 
= 7 


_ - - 
— — 
AS. . 
—— —— — — — — * 
= _ 
— = 
b — — — 


—— —— — — — 
_— ——_ ˙ U — - = 


— — — — 
= — 


— — 


2 3 — - — 
oo On. > On SEE 


—— ee 


* 


(32) 
However, Ill endeavour to make you 
underſtand that circumſtance, which ap- 
pears;to you ſomething extraordinary, and 
which you attempt to account for by ſup- 
poſing ſuch motives as did not (or might 
very juſtifiably) influence the .perſon who 
made the diſcovety Mrs. Anne Benwell, 
my couſin, one day accidentally mention'd 
vou as having had a ſhare in the operation. 
I was amazed, and inſiſted upon an expla- 
nation She endeavoured to retract her 
words, finding I was angry, and did not 
tell me What ſhare you had in the opera- 
tion, till I inſiſted upon knowing. Is there 
any thing very extraordinary in this? Yet 
this is a true ſtate of the affair. But 
ſuppoſe ſhe had wilfully and deſignedly 
diicovered the ſectet: Where would have 
been the crime ? If you uſe me ill, is 7 
relation obliged to act in confederacy with 
you, and to prevent its coming to my know - 
ledge? Suppoſing that my uneaſy ſitua- 
tion did prevail upon her even to exclaim 
againſt the ſuppoſed cauſe of it, no man of 
common humanity will blame her for it. 
Indeed, Mr. Aylett, you write like 2 man, 
who ſuppoſes that every motive of relation 


| (33) 
and friendſhip ought to be regulated by the 
conſideration of your private intereſt. But 
to return to my own. adheppy lituation. ib 


The nn of, July I was deneined 
of Mr. Bromfield's attendance; by an ac- 
cident he had met with: as my health de- 
clined, and my ſtump: grew —— inſtead 
of becoming leſs, it was thought neceſſary 
to deſire Mr. Bromfield, if he could not 
attend himſelf, to aſk the favour of ſome 
eminent ſurgeon in London, to make me 
a viſit. The perſon; who carried this mei- 
fage to Mr. Bromfield, upon his return 
told Dr. Bidle, in the Nr of Mrs. 
Anne Benwell, Mr. Boughton, and Mr. 
Fowler, that Mr. id hoped he 
mould be able in a few days to ſee Mr. 
Benwell himſelf: that he was — any 
ſurgeon from London ſhould ſee in what man- 
ner Mr. Aylett had performed bis operation, 

becauſe he thought it would burt we cBarac- 
Ow e hit 9559 ec Jed) 


[Hlowekier, Mr. Bromfield, in a 459 or 
two afterwards, deſired Mr. Ranby and 
Mr. Hawkins to make me a: viſit In 
what a ſituation they found me, they them- 
N r n beſt deſeribe; and I preſume 


0 F would 


an} 

would be ready to do it, if called upon. 
Bat here, Sir, Tau beg leave to'contra- - 
dict ſome other aſſertions of yours, which 
you made in o q 7 'both to > temth and 
juſtice;--You lay, in conſequence of the 
prudent directions of the two: (erjeants 
furgeons, my fever was removed, a good 
n obtained, and, finally, a profes 
ure complied: as this compliment feemy 
to be paid to them at the expenoe of other 
people's reputation, I muſt look upon 
them as hoy of tog much honour not to 
deſpiſe it. I ſhall-always retain the higheſt 
ſenſe of the great benefit I received! from 
theit vifits: But as to the digeſtion of tho 
ſtatnp-'(as Fam informed) they found no 
fault in it; with 7 = het the 0 cure of m) 
fever, they knew ve no *direftions 
about it j and as to 5 . cure,” I am 
novy ſbrry to oy, that\js-fill (I am n 
21 a ver n * 
Zutun 1 ve u Won e eee n\ 
What has ook ſaid amounts t hL 
have ſufficient] proved, that the motives 

whiots i incl me to deſire Mr. Bromfield 
to perform the oporatlon; were prudent 
That this my deſire was communicated to 
Mr. Bromfield— That you was not a ſtran- 
ber to my dee for Mr. Bromfield ac 
W quainted 


(3s) i 
with them; I repeated them 
own uhamber--And: laſtiy 
2 — 2 Mr. Pitt, do 
* 


Paar wy von 


1 b my 
haſten the operation, aad to repeat 
ene — moto wh your 3 _ 


0 all Mels ſtrong and expreſs . | 
Hons of my will, you have nothiag to op- 
poll bee ts bold and lar int 

you put upen my filencey. in cunſe- 
quence of Mr. Poppleton's ptopoſul, ad 
— other trifting infinuations, which be- 
tray the badneſs of chat cauſe, which is 
obliged to have recourſe to ſuch poor expe» 
dients.--1 have likewiſe” proved, that Mr. 
Poppleten, to whom you appeal, did not 
conſidet my filende in the fatne light which 
you did. That he did not teil my frieirds 
you had ſettled the operation - That Mr. 
Pitt's meſſage was ſufficient to correct any 
inmocent miſtake you might have made in 
your own favour, and diflolve the com- 
miſſion you had forged---That my friends 
that were with tis did not ſuſpect your 
intentions till it was tob late to prevent em. 
That, after what had paſs'd, I cou'd 
not poſſibly diſcover your deſign from, 
your dreſs, converſarion; afiftarice, in Belp- 
ng me ont of bed; neither cou d I fee that 
FS you 


(36) 


you had any ä limb; 
for, — jo ur own account, you 
ordered a cap drawn over m * 
before you (>. Shop to operate. I have 
lated in what manner you , the 
operation, and the many and dreadful in- 
conveniences I have ſince ſuffered, by the 
too great length of ſtump, and too large a 
portion of muſcles being left, and by a 
wound which ſtill requires the attendance 
of a ſurgeon. 


I may therefore venture to believe, what 
woful experience, and the opinion of my 
ſurgeons, has taught me, without 

guley of an extravagance of credulity. 
— — to ſpeak the truth in a caſe 
which ſo nearly concerns me, without fear 
of being ab horred for my maleuolence. 


But the unmannerly language you. have 
uſed is beneath my notice. 


Indeed if I had not acquired a very ado- 
quate idea of your courage, I might be 
intimidated by your language. 


But as I am not afraid of offendin you, 
you muſt not attribute the diſpaſſionate 
manner, 


(N. » 
manner, in which La anten your expref- 
ſions, to an — your teſent- 
ment, but a contempt of your manner. 
75 

I ſhall only mention one more "ciredms 
ance at preſent. |. When you impoſed u 
on Mr. Bromfield, you declared I had. 
fired you to ſettle the operation between: 
yourſelves. , You likewiſe * — the ſame 
fal ſehood to the MasTERs OH EToN sc 
and this I have their leave to mention. 12 
when you found that I was likely to re- 
cover, and would contradict you, * your 
note was changed, and you endeavoured 
to derive your-commiſſion from my filence 
and Mr. Poppleton's propoſal, a circum- 
ſtance which ces a bad not before men- 
tioned; | | nA ne?! - 


*- 


I have now | ſpecified all the principal 
particulars relative to the diſpute between 
us, and ſubmit the deciſion of it to the im- 
partial Judgment of the el 


To conclude, I have a due reſpect for the 
Court of Afliſtants, and that uſeful body 
of men, the Worſhipful Company of Sur- 
geons. I think myſelf greatly obliged to 


the two worthy ſerjeants, Mr. Rapby and 
| Mr. 
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